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Helpful 
Moss
Gardening
Tools

Moss
Tac

Hose attachment with
a misting setting 

Or a handheld 
plant mister 

Foam Kneepad 

Protective netting 
for critters 

Moss tac for slopes or
tricky surfaces

Stones can be used to
secure corners of moss 

Hand broom Tooth / Paint Brush Shears 



Before/during planting,
gently water the tops
and bottoms of the
moss. This will help the
moss be more moldable
and help it attach better
to surfaces. 

Moss  Preparation  

Use a misting setting or light shower setting
to spray the moss.

Position the moss so that the brown
undergrowth is on the bottom, and the green
fresh growth is on top. 

When planted, moss should be tucked tight
to it’s substrate/ growing medium, never
floating or hovering, but nestled.

Moss can be cut and torn to shape around
features. 



Moss does not need a lot of soil. Less substrate will

reduce competition with weeds/ vascular plants. 

Clear the area of rough debris so that you have a

clean compact surface. 

Anything that would create an air pocket beneath

the moss should be removed. 

To thrive, moss needs firm contact 

       with the earth/ substrate it is

       growing on. 

Thoroughly water the area  just before planting,

without flooding or water-logging. 

Moss can be planted over landscaping fabric if

desired. This can reduce maintenance in some

cases. 

Site Preparation  



Watering Moss 
Moss adapted to

withstand  periods of

drought and should dry

out between waterings. 

While humidity and

moisture will help moss

grow, you should not try

to keep your moss

constantly moist as this

will eventually stress

the moss. 

Morning mistings for a

few minutes during the

establishment period

(first 3 months) are

helpful.

 Some mosses have
leaves that curl or
fold when dry, and
instantly uncurl or
open when moist. Dry
moss is not sick or
unhealthy unless it is
to the point of being
tan and brittle.  

Avoid heavy watering
that could flood or
dislodge the moss. 



Moss Maintenance 
 Any unwanted plants or
weeds that may pop up
can be hand pulled or
managed with garden
shears

 The tighter the moss is
tucked to the earth and
the less soil beneath,
the less chance of
weeds popping up. Walk
on your moss regularly. 

Natural debris that may
fall on the moss can be
swept with a broom
rather than raked or
leaf-blown. A very
gentle setting or leaf
blowing from a distance
can work. 

Protective mesh netting
can be staked over the
moss to protect from
critters overturning the
moss, and also as a way
to catch fallen debris
and remove it all at
once.

If needed, shade netting
can provide temporary
shelter for the moss
during months of
extreme heat/sun
exposure. 

As it grows in, moss can
be cut/torn and
transplanted to new
locations on your
property if desired. 



Moss Care Tips
Moss adapted to survive
dry periods and is
healthiest in alternating
dry and moist
conditions.

Most moss does not
appreciate heat. Cold is
usually preferred.

Moss does not have a
protective skin like other
plants do, so be sure not
to expose it to
chemicals, oils,  or toxins.

When planted, moss
should be tucked tight to
it’s substrate/ growing
medium, never floating or
hovering, but nestled. 

Moss grows when both
moist and illuminated.

You can propagate moss
by fragmentation. 

In general, moss should
be misted, not soaked.

Water with distilled,
filtered, or rain water for
the  best health of the
moss.



Storing Moss 
Store your moss in a cool,

dry space away from direct

light.

Ensure the moss has good

airflow and is not being

smothered.

 While dry, the mosses’ leaves may curl, and the color may

appear lighter or dull, but it will return to it’s lush color

and texture within minutes of being misted with water. 

 

Keep moss away from any aerasols/ toxic sprays/ cleaners

Moist moss that can’t dry out may suffer from mold or

bacterial growth

Moss is best
stored dry!

Moss will not die or be harmed from drying!
Drying moss keeps it healthy and shelf-stable! 
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